December 23, 1957

frofessor Deyrard U, Davis

Department o' Bactericlogy and Immunoclogy
Harvard kedical 3chool

25 Shatiuck Street

foston 1%, Massachusetts

Dear Barnie:

1 can understand that Boris's msnuseript would give you some difficult’ s,
The problem has basen Lo pry it wut of him at all, as it hae been some time 8
you know einces he did this work, However while my reactiomsto his nanuscript
wore of the same quality as yours they perhaps did net have the same vigor,
rossibly ag I an somewhat less intimetely fa=ilier with and perhaps therefore
less entrpnced by the analysis that Monod has been making, In any cese I think
the best ‘predbdure 18 Vo Todiew the repgular charmel of comrmunication through
the journal, In forwarding your comment however I would ask you to keep in mind
what you would like the total effect to bo, It would be 2ll too easy for the
eriticism to he vresented in ecuch a fashion thet the paper would not come out
at ail, If you wished you could probably communicate directly with Boris withe
out harm, That would be entirely un to you,

Desvite the somewhat frustrating 4i77iculities represented by this msnuscrint,
a large part of which steme from an unusual measure of selentific integrity and
personal selfecriticism on Boris's part, I can recommend tc you very highly ss a
laboratory colleague, He is a first class experizentelist, and if the sroblems
he works on seen oo difficult perhars they sre mo for any one of eny talents,
Alterratively pertars he is not sufficiently ready to ignore e-harrassine for
incnnoistent pleces of date in formulating a grand scheme, This I think will
come out with even greater force in your personal contacts with hinm then in the
marugcript here presented itself, In sum I would urge you for the sske of a
creative result to meke a firm but as sympeathetic a eriticism as poseible along
the lines of your review, It would make very litile difference if you comuni-
cated thisg thirough the journal or directly with ‘toris, except in seo far as doing
the latier nipht bSear on the eamy casualnemss of your relationghips with him later
in your own laboratory,

With all the best,

Yours sincersly,

JL/ew



